
SCENE SIZE-UP 
Scene Size-Up- an overall assessment of a scene to which an EMT has been called 

• Basic Goals 
o Scene Safety - Identify possible hazards to ensure safety of EMT, crew, 

patient and bystanders 
o Appropriate BSI 
o Identify Mechanism of Injury (MOI) and/or Nature of Illness (N0I) 
o Adequacy of resources 

Gain Information from: 
• Dispatch information 
• Patient 
• Family 
• Bystanders 
• Environmental conditions 

BSI—Body Substance Isolation 
• Anticipate need 
• Always have available 
• Use appropriate BSI to prevent exposure/injury 

Scene Safety- an assessment to insure the Well-Being of the EMT 
• Environmental conditions 
• Protect self, crew, patient, bystanders 
• Never enter unsafe scene 
• Make scene safe or call for someone who can 
• Violence or crime scenes 
• Crash sites 
• Hazardous material incidents 
• Electrical power lines 

Mechanism of Injury (MOI-the physical event that caused the injury 
or illness 

• Determined from: 
o Patient 
o Family 
o Bystanders 
o Observation of the scene 

• Falls 
o Distance 
o Part of body impacting first 
o Type of surface impacted 
o Did anything break the fall 



 
• MVC-Motor vehicle collisions 

o Head on impact 
o Side impact 
o Rear end impact 
o Roll over 
o Rotational impact 
o Ejection 
o Deformed steering wheel 
o Star burst on windshield 
o Massive body damage 
o Seat belt use 

• Penetrating Injury 
o Velocity 
o Body region penetrated 
o Exit wounds 

Nature of Illness (N0I)- the type of medical condition or complaint a patient is suffering from 
• Chest pains, Difficulty breathing Etc. 

o Determine from: 
o Patient 
o Family 
o Friends 
o Scene 
o Bystanders 

• Adequacy of Resources 
o Number of patients 
o Mass causality/Triage 
o Hazardous Materials 
o Fire or Rescue 
o Unusual situations 
o Specialty teams 
o Evidence preservation 
o Environmental conditions Heat, Cold, Rain, Snow, Darkness 
o Call for assistance BEFORE beginning care. 
 

* Load & Go on Falls over 20 Feet 


	Adequacy of Resources

